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CONPIDENTIAL ASMARA 0195 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, EMIN, ET 

SUBJECT: ELP ATTACK ON ETHIO-NIPPON MINING 

1 . ON MARCH 23, AT 5: 15 P.M., NINE TO TEN MAN ELEMENT OP 
GENERAL COMMAND SECTION OP ELF ATTACKED DEBAWA SITE OP 
ETHIO-NIPPON MINING. THEY ATTACKED WITH AUTOMATIC WEAPONS 
AND GRENADES. THE ELP GROUP IMPLANTED THEIR BLUE FLAG AT 
THE SITE AND SCATTERED LEAPLETS WHICH WERE RETRIEVED BY THE 
POLICE. APPARENT PURPOSE WAS TO DESTROY PROPERTY AND NOT KILL 
PERSONNEL. GUARD AT GENERATOR WHICH WAS SEVERELY DEMAGED 
WAS TOLD TO MOVE AWAY. WHEN THE GENERATOR, WHICH SUPPLIED 
LIGHT AND AIR, WAS DESTROYED THERE WAS DANGER TO THE MINERS 
REMAINING IN THE MINING SHAFT. HOWEVER, NO CASUALTIES WERE 
INCURRED AT THE MINE. TWO MEN IDENTIPIED AS GUARDS AT A 
VILLAGE SCHOOL WERE KILLED AS THE ELF WERE PLEEING. 

MR. SUGISAKA, MANAGER OF THE ETHIO-NIPPON MINING ASMARA 
OPFICE, SAID HE POUND EXPLOSIVES WITH RUSSIAN MARKINGS. 

2. MR. SUGISAKA APPEARED DISMAYED AT WHY THEY WOULD BE 
ATTACKED, SINCE THEY ARE CREATING EMPLOYMENT AND GENERATING 
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POREIGN EXCHANGE POR ETHIOPIA. I THEN SUGGESTED THAT POSSIBLY 
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ELF DID NOT WANT A PROSPEROUS ERITREA UNDER THE PRESENT 
GOVERNMENT. SUGISAKA THEN SAID THAT AN ELF REPRESENTATIVE 
IN PARIS MADE A STATEMENT A MONTH AGO PUBLISHED IN LE 
MONDE AND THE JAPANESE PRESS THAT THEY DID NOT WANT 
MINERALS EXPORTED EROM ERITREA. HE ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT 
THEY HAD RECEIVED NO WARNING LOCALLY. 

3. TENNACO REPRESENTATIVES VISITED MR. SUGISAKA YESTERDAY 
TO DISCUSS THE INCIDENT. THE DAMAGE HAS BEEN ESTIMATED AT 
$2 TO $3 MILLION. 

4. THERE IS SOME DISCONTENT IN ASMARA AMONG BUSINESS AND 
OEFICIAL CIRCLES THAT THE COPPER IS BEING EXPORTED IN BULK AND 
NOT REEINED IN ETHIOPIA. THIS COULD BE EVIDENCE OE ECONOMIC 
NATIONALISM THAT MAY BECOME MORE WIDE-SPREAD IN THE EUTURE. 
PERRY 
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